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PREFACE

The art of military surgery during war is performed in a theater of operations (TO) by the dedicated
professionals of the corps and echelons above corps (EAC) hospitals; it is often provided in an environment
under adverse conditions. The true professionalism of these Army Medical Department (AMEDD) personnel
is demonstrated by their ability to maintain sound medical principles and practices as fully as possible in this
resource- and time-restricted environment. The first unit capable of performing surgery on life-threatening
wounds is the forward surgical team (FST). The FST is employed in direct support of the maneuver
brigade and the armored cavalry regiment (ACR) (light). The surgical intervention performed by these
small unique units enables the patient to be stabilized and made transportable for evacuation to a hospital for
definitive care.

This publication provides the doctrine for the employment of the FST and will become the primary
reference document for both the Army Active Component (AC) and the Reserve Component (RC). It
discusses specific tactics, techniques, and procedures when it is necessary to clarify doctrinal principles. It
is intended primarily for the use of the FST commander and his team and the medical company/troop
commander and staffs. Other intended users include senior medical commanders and their staff, senior
medical staff advisors, and combat health support (CHS) planners.
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Field Manual (FM) 8-10-25 is fully compatible with the Army’s operations doctrine in war and
stability operations and support operations as outlined in FM 100-5. It is also compatible with combat
service support (CSS) and CHS doctrine outlined in FM 8-10, FM 100-10, and FM 100-15. This publication
assumes that the user has a fundamental understanding of FM 8-10, FM 100-5, FM 100-10, and FM
100-15; it does not repeat the concepts contained therein except to explain operations unique to the FST.

The proponent of this publication is the United States (US) Army Medical Department Center and
School (AMEDDC&S). Send comments and recommendations on Department of the Army (DA) Form
2028 to Commander, AMEDDC&S, ATTN: MCCS-FCD-L, 1400 East Grayson Street, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas 78234-6175.

This publication implements and/or is in consonance with the following North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) International Standardization Agreements (STANAGs) and American, British,
Canadian, and Australian (ABCA) Quadripartite Standardization Agreement (QSTAG):

NATO ABCA

STANAG QSTAG TITLE

2027 512 Marking of Military Vehicles

2047 Emergency Alarms of Hazard or Attack (NBC and Air Attack)
2068 Emergency War Surgery (Edition 4) (Amendment 3)

2931 Orders for the Camouflage of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

on Land in Tactical Operations

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer exclusively to
men.

The use of trade or brand names in this publication does not imply endorsement by the Department
of Defense (DOD), but is intended only to assist in the identification of specific products.

The staffing and organizational structure presented in this publication reflects information in the
most current living table(s) of organization and equipment (LTOE). However, staffing is subject to change
to comply with Manpower Requirement Criteria outlined in Army Regulation (AR) 570-2 and tables of
organization and equipment (TOE) can be subsequently modified.
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